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(54) ELECTRONIC BOOK SYSTEM, ELECTRONIC BOOKSHELF. AND IC CARD 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent books from being illegally 
copied by allowing a purchaser for an electronic book to onerously 
purchase a reading key simultaneously with the acqusition of 
electronic book information and ciphering the reading key by a 
purchaser s personal disclosed key so that the electronic book can 
be utilized only by using an IC card owned by the purchaser. 
SOLUTION: Ciphered book information 10022 is transmitted from an 
electronic bookstore .10020 to a virtual bookshelf 10000 based on a 
broadcasting format. A purchaser has his (or her) own personal IC 
card 10030, a disclosed key 10031 of the purchaser himself (or 
herself) previously registered in the IC card 10030 is sent to the 
bookstore 10020 to cipher a reading key by the disclosed key and 
send the ciphered reading key 10021, When the IC card 10030 
inputting the reading key is inserted into an IC card slot 10001 of 
the bookshelf 10000, a table of contents appears on the bookshelf, 
the reading key is deciphered by a purchaser's own secret key in the 
IC card 10030, the deciphered reading key is sent to reading 
software and the book information is deciphered by an electronic 
book viewer 10010 to read it 
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